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THE NEW SONG

Revelation 5:9-10 MKJV  And they sang a new song, saying, You are worthy to take the book and to open its seals, for You were slain and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation.  (10)  And You made us kings and priests to our God, and we will reign over the earth.

The Church is a called-out, blood-bought, universal fellowship of eternal beings - who will serve Christ and reign with Him.

Firstly we are called out and redeemed from the mass of mankind – we are redeemed “out of” the nations. They are not our home, Heaven is. “for You were slain and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation.”  The Church is universal but salvation is particular, this person or that person, called and chosen by God, irrespective of language, ethnicity or social status.

This calling out of the nations makes us a separate Kingdom or as the KJV puts it “a peculiar people”.  Before we are Australians or Libyans or Germans we are Christians. We are God’s own possession, not the possessions of a king or of a parliament. 1 Peter 2:9-10 ASV  But ye are a elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:  (10)  who in time past were no people, but now are the people of God: who had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

Missions is the gospel offer of the blood of Christ to redeem mankind and present them to God as His people. It is the formation of a new Kingdom, not a political Kingdom as much as a heavenly Kingdom that will, in the Last Day, annihilate all earthly Kingdoms (see Daniel 2).  It is the formation of a new people, a new order of humanity that will be eternal. It is the creation of a people who will form God’s family and serve Him as priests and rule for Him as kings.

Thus missions is more than decisions and much more than church-planting or establishing bible colleges. Missions is bringing to Jesus the people He has bought with His blood from every kindred and tongue and people and nation, the first stage in the establishment of God’s eternal kingdom.
We cannot rest content until all groups of people have heard the gospel and members of them have been redeemed for God. Every tribe in the Amazon jungle, every nomad in Arabia, every Muslim in the interior of China, every Afghan tribesman and Australian aboriginal must hear the gospel in a way he or she can understand and respond to.

Now in this task you and I may be placed by God to witness to one group or another.  No single person can reach all nations (though Billy Graham may have come very close with his global broadcasts). But the rest of us end up ministering to Gogodalas, Tibetans, Mongols and Hui and all the rest. We are assigned a place to serve, a language to learn and a task to accomplish. My “place” is the Internet, especially in Asia. 

We should not let guilt and urgency make us consider moving from the place that God has assigned to us. There are many needs, we cannot meet them all, so we should “stick to our knitting” and do the work that God has placed before us to do. He is the Lord of the Harvest and it will work out best if we follow His directions.

The end result of redemption is a holy people and a royal priesthood. A cleansed purified holy nation of believers, magnificent, spotless, blameless, irreproachable and pure – cleansed by the blood of Jesus and fitted for service to God.

Thus the final product of missions is not a convert or even a disciple or a pastor or a national evangelist or a political leader. The final product of missions is a holy community of kings and priests to God. Please think about this, the people you lead to Christ will, one day, rule the world with Christ. Thus missions should aim to produce kingly, priestly, mature, Christ-like, heavenly, godly believers who are honest, responsible, loving, pure and full of faith.

The statement “And You made us kings and priests to our God, and we will reign over the earth.” Is the acknowledgement of the saints of the work of God in their lives and the future that God has for them.  The Lamb has redeemed them and is worthy, and part of His worthiness is that He has not just saved them, but promoted them and given them a meaningful existence. To be a king or a priest is meaningful. God has not saved us to work on assembly lines in heaven. He has made us to possess spiritual and temporal authority and to possess genuine significance and live meaningful and important lives. 

We are to “reign over” the earth. That means, quite simply that we will be in charge. It also means that our will, our law, our decisions (on behalf of God) will have significance in the administration of this planet.  We are redeemed into usefulness, authority and power. Not to be tyrants,  but rather to build a community of eternal love and perfect justice with God dwelling on our midst and having His dwelling among men. Revelation 21:3-5 ASV  And I heard a great voice out of the throne saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall dwell with them, and they shall be his peoples, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God:  (4)  and he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be no more; neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more: the first things are passed away.  (5)  And he that sitteth on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he saith, Write: for these words are faithful and true.

This eternal community of redeemed men and women living significant important lives in perfect love with God in their midst – this is the final fruit of missions. God wants this community to be fully international. He wants all of Adam’s seed, all cultures, all family lines, to find their perfection in the Last Adam, the Son of God. 

Let me quickly add that missionaries do not produce the New Jerusalem. That is God’s work, Jesus Christ is the one who graciously makes us kings and priests to God.  But missions has a key role in the process, it is the avenue through which new families of humanity are brought into the Kingdom and through which learn of the wonderful power of the blood of Jesus Christ. 

God is so committed to forming this new community of eternal, loving, responsible and significant saints that He was prepared to send His Son to die on our behalf: “for You were slain and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation.” 

If God is that committed to building a community of the redeemed – then we will know His full love if we hear His heart-beat and join with Him in building that which He wants constructed.  Mission is simply joining with God in doing what God wants done. 

If mission is simply joining with God in doing what God wants done then some may say “Ah but I do not know what God wants done, that is a mystery to me, after all how can I know His eternal counsels?” That is an escape! A flimsy excuse! For it is perfectly clear from Scripture that what God wants done is for the gospel to be proclaimed to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8), to all nations (Matt 28:18-20), and to all creation (Mark 16:15) that He might redeem people out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation (Rev 5:9) for Himself.  Get involved in missionary work and you will be involved in the very things that God wants done.

Blessings,

John Edmiston - johned@aibi.ph
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